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“Working ‘The Pits’ is an
important part of this com-
petition,” Woods said.
“When a round goes over-

head, it’s going so fast
(approximately 2,800 feet
per second) it creates a sonic
boom that sounds like a fire-
cracker exploding. After
spending a few rotations a
day in ‘The Pits,’ Soldiers
can tell if a round is to their
left, right, or straight over-
head. That’s a pretty valu-
able skill to have when you
are being shot at in battle.
“Also, if a Soldier is on

patrol and hears a ‘pop’ from
a rifle, but doesn’t hear a
sonic crack, he knows the
fire is not close to him.”
Asked if they thought the

Warrior Challenge was a
valuable experience, every
Soldier praised the event.
Staff Sgt. Francis Jaeger,

an observer controller and
trainer with the 120th
Infantry Brigade, First

Army, was
impressed. Jaeger
placed second in the
Excellence in
Competition rifle
match and repre-
sented Fort Sam
Houston, Texas.
“This is a great

experience. There
is no comparison
between regular
rifle qualification on
a 25-meter range
and this competi-
tion.” Jaeger said.
“You learn to shoot
with your heart rate
up and with other
people firing. The
Small Arms
Readiness Group
folks were great.
They taught us
from scratch and
talked about sight
alignment, trigger
control, how to
adjust for wind and
weather and how to

put a well-aimed shot on
target. I’ve been in the
Army for 16 years and I
always wanted to do some-
thing like this.”
Some of the training

brigade commanders and
command sergeants major
attending were likewise
impressed.
“Marksmanship is the

most fundamental Soldier
skill,” said Col. Anthony
Daskevich, commander,
479th Field Artillery (FA)
Brigade, First Army, Fort
Sill, Okla. “The benefits of
the Commander’s Warrior
Challenge cross the spec-
trum of Soldier skills.”
Command Sgt. Maj. Jerry

Montgomery, command
sergeant major of the 479th
FA Brigade,agreed.
“Our trainers competing

here have gained a lot of
information,” Montgomery
said. “They are force multi-
pliers because they will take
what they learned here and
train our deploying units.
Plus, we get back better
Soldiers.”

Sgt. 1st Class Robyn Ward, 191st Infantry Brigade,
Fort Lewis, Wash., posts the scores from one of the
matches on the board nicknamed "the wailing wall"
by the competitors.

Soldiers working in "The Pits"
raise platforms to show the shoot-
er where he or she is hitting the
target. Competitors also worked
in "The Pits" during the matches.
The red, white and blue stripes on
the ledge are position markers for
the hand-held targets’ back-
ground. The Soldiers stand on
the white boxes, lower left, and
raise the targets above the berm.
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Infant Massage Class
The Army Community Services (ACS) staff will spon-

sor a Infant Massage Class Thursday from 11 a.m. until
1 p.m. at ACS, Bldg. 62 at Fort McPherson.
For more information, call Anne Murray, event coor-

dinator, at 464-3335.
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